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2nd European Gathering of Synod Members, Budapest 30th January 2015 

„Moving forward together" is the title of the closing statement issued at the second European 
gathering of synod members. The statement reveals the great level of commitment, interest and 
willingness to work together in producing solutions intended to bring peace and security in Europe 
that exists within the continent’s Protestant churches. The core message is that the faith that comes 
alive in discussions can turn Europe’s churches into a motor for meaningful change.  
http://leuenberg.eu/sites/default/files/special-

causes/2nd_cpce_synod_meeting_closing_statement_e.pdf 

 
The impetus for this event  
The first gathering took place in January 2012 at the invitation of the CPCE together with the 
Regional Church of Württemberg in Bad Boll under the banner of “strengthening collaboration”. The 
idea behind the initiative was to find possible means of encouraging lively church fellowship with 
the aid of the churches’ synod members. The success of the event was evident in the clear desire to 
organise another event along the same lines, amongst other outcomes.  
The prompt to organise the 2nd European gathering of synod members came from the 2012 General 
Assembly and its recommendation to continue the format of “synod member gatherings”. The CPCE 
Council elected in 2012 followed up on this recommendation. Council member Barbara Rudolph, 
Senior Church Councillor at the Protestant Church of the Rhineland (“EKiR”), submitted a 
corresponding motion to the 2nd session of the Council in 2013: “This format of event offers the 
opportunity to deepen and strengthen church fellowship and is therefore a positive way 
forward”. A procedure for arranging future events was also decided at this session. The EKiR was 
asked to organise the next gathering. It joined forces with its partner church, the Reformed Church 
in Hungary, and the Lutheran and Methodist Churches in Hungary to put together a team to prepare 
and organise the event. 
 
The aim of the 2nd gathering was to promote living church fellowship by pooling the churches’ 
perspectives via their synod members to ascertain the current issues facing church and society, to 
discuss their European dimension, and to develop ideas for common approaches that the churches 
of the CPCE could adopt. 
 

 
The theme chosen for the 2nd gathering was “How does Protestantism shape EuropeΩs present and 
future?”  
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Invitations to the event were sent to the member churches and their synod presidents, and 
registrations commenced in the summer of 2014. 
Two delegates were requested from each participating synod that should include at least one 
member of its leadership, a woman and a non-theologian.  
The invitation was accepted by 49 of the 94 CPCE member churches. 
 
In all, 90 people attended the gathering, including 36 women (28 of the 70 synod members were 
women), the CPCE’s General Secretary, a delegate from the Protestant Church in Egypt on behalf of 
the Fellowship of the Middle East Evangelical Churches as a guest of the Protestant Church of the 
Rhineland, six members of the host churches from the preparatory team, two members of the 
CPCE’s main office, and six young women from Hungary who acted as “stewards” to assist with the 
running of the conference.  
 
Funding: 
Attendance fees were based on the actual costs incurred and rounded to the sum of EUR 400, which 
the participating churches paid in advance. This covered all accommodation costs and conference 
expenses including translations and interpreters’ fees, etc.  
The Gustav Adolf Werk and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Northern Germany offered to cover 
the costs for the 13 participants from churches with lesser financial means in Central and Eastern 
Europe. The Protestant Regional Church of Württemberg hosted a delegate from the Protestant 
Church in Georgia, which belongs to the Federation of Evangelical-Lutheran Churches in Russia and 
other States. 
All the outlay incurred by the preparatory team and co-workers along with incidental costs for the 
interpreters’ and stewards’ overnight accommodation were included in the calculations for total 
costs. 
Finally, the sum borne by the hosting churches, the Reformed and Lutheran Churches in Hungary, 
should also be cited, as they contributed around EUR 2,370. 
The CPCE itself contributed the sum of EUR 6,000 that was foreseen for this event in the CPCE’s 
2015 budget.  
 
Conference structure and programme 
The conference ran from Friday 30th January, starting at 2 p.m., until Sunday 1st February at 1 p.m. 

 



 3 

Liturgical framework 
The preparatory work conducted by the CPCE’s assistant liturgy officer, Revd. Ádél Dávid, in 
arranging a cohesive concept for the elements of worship was particularly helpful.  
The Reformed Church in Hungary organised the opening service of worship involving delegate 
Bishop Sándor Zán Fabian of the Reformed Church in Transcarpathian Ukraine, which gave him the 
opportunity to talk about the situation in his country. The sermon was given by Eszter Dani, head of 
the Mission Department in the synod of the Reformed Church in Hungary.  
Morning prayers on the second day of the conference were conducted by the Methodist Church of 
Hungary, which was able to introduce itself at the same time. Superintendent Istvan Csernak 
elaborated 1 Corinthians 12: 4-7.   
The “Bible sharing” method was used to consider the passage from 2 Corinthians 12: 12-27. 
The final service of worship was conducted by the Lutheran Church in Hungary as a parish service 
with Holy Communion in Buda’s Protestant Castle Church. Revd. Karoly Hafenscher delivered his 
sermon on Matthew 20: 1-16. The collection at the opening service made EUR 770 for the Church in 
Transcarpathian Ukraine, and a sum of EUR 530 was collected during the final service in aid of the 
Fellowship of Middle East Evangelical Churches. 
 
The conference convenor was SCC Barbara Rudolph.   
The plenary sessions were led by SCC Barbara Rudolph and the following members of the 
preparatory committee: Balázs Odor, Reformed Church in Hungary; CPCE-President Dr. Klára Tárr, 
Lutheran Church in Hungary; Andrea Aippersbach, Evangelische Landeskirche in Württemberg; and 
Dr. Dieter Heidtmann from the Protestant Academy Bad Boll. 

 
 

Welcome and introduction 
Following the opening service of worship, the CPCEΩs President Dr. Klára Tárr welcomed the 
delegates and performed the transition from the first gathering of synod members in 2012 to this 
second occasion in Bad Boll.  
She reported that a number of recommendations, such as the inclusion of non-theologians in the 
CPCE’s projects and spheres of activity, have borne fruit. 
The CPCE’s project teams and expert groups now also include members that are not professional 
theologians. For instance, the CPCE’s liturgical consultation held in Hildesheim in November 2014 
was attended by many non-theologians, and the “Forum on Education in Europe” in Tutzing due to 
take place in October 2015 will follow suit in this regard. The President also cited the similar make-
up of the CPCE’s project team examining the “Plurality of Religions”. 
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General Secretary Bishop Dr. Michael Bünker offered an introduction with reference to “The 
Church of Jesus Christ”, the first Leuenberg Text, which describes the prerequisites for church 
fellowship as follows: The church must be a confessing church; it must be a pastoral church; a 
church that offers help; a church that voices prophetic criticism, especially wherever human dignity 
and human life are affected and compromised; and a church with a mission.  

 
 

Our Protestant identity was the angle Dr. Dieter Heidtmann adopted to help participants visualise 
where everyone was from in geographical terms. Delegates’ confessional roots were portrayed with 
the aid of participants from Austria, Switzerland, Estonia, Germany, the Czech Republic, Italy and 
Poland. They formed groups to look at the history of the Reformation focussing on the Reformers 
Jan Hus, Petrus Waldus, Martin Luther, John Calvin, Johannes a Lasco, Elisabeth von Rochlitz and 
John Wesley. Everyone got the chance to explain their confessional roots and the special 
characteristics of their church in these groups.  
Next, everyone was sent together on a journey in time following a timeline from the Reformation 
until the present day, pausing to look at interesting historical, cultural and religious details along the 
way. This session helped participants get to know each other and learn a bit about their different 
churches and regions. This was a popular exercise because of the way it encouraged participants to 
communicate with each other and created a positive atmosphere. 

 
I. Theological Introduction 
Prof. Daniele Garrone from the Waldensian Church in Italy presented the introductory talk on the theological 

framework entitled “What did the Reformation achieve for laypersons that persists to this day?” 
He began by making the point that “there is no mention of ‘lay ministry’ in 

the New Testament” and his handout was decorated with an illustration by 

(non-theologian!) Philipp Melanchthon. Garrone’s presentation ultimately 
looked at the issue from the opposite perspective, asking whom we should 

actually consider ‘laypersons’? The people closely acquainted with daily 

parish life? Or ‘spiritual’ church leaders and office holders in the church 

hierarchy? His closing sentence ended with the question “Have we really 

understood what the Reformation was meant to achieve for laypersons?” 
 
You can find a copy of his handout at:  
www.leuenberg.eu/garrone_laien_und_reformation.pdf  
This introductory presentation succeeded in conveying the esteem that we 

should accord voluntary church officers and emphasising their significance for the Church as a whole. This 
line of thought was then pursued informally in conversation and the discussion groups. 

file:///C:/Dokumente%20und%20Einstellungen/Evelyn/Lokale%20Einstellungen/Temp/www.leuenberg.eu/garrone_laien_und_reformation.pdf
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II. Discussion groups 
The second day of the conference was devoted to workshops. The preparatory group had sought to 
ascertain participants’ key interests in advance and asked certain delegates to prepare seminar 
papers as ‘starting blocks’ for the various group discussions.  
Everyone concerned showed a great deal of empathy and commitment to the subject in question.  
You can find a brief outline of the various discussion groups and subjects below incorporating: the 
key statements from the seminar papers (‘starting blocks’), the main points the groups ascertained 
and their general recommendations.  
The reports delivered by the discussion groups to the plenary meeting were reflected in the event’s 
closing statement. 
 

1. Social welfare  
Input by Béla Nagy, Reformed Church in Transcarpathian Ukraine: 
Social Questions of Our Changing World and Solutions in the Framework of the Diaconal 
Department in Sub-Carpathia. Social Activities.   
The social welfare work of the Reformed Church in Transcarpathia was presented as an example, which 
since 1993 has been offering assistance to the most needy inhabitants of its region: families in difficult 
circumstances (e.g. unemployment, illness, etc.), solitary elderly people, orphans, the disabled, etc. The 
church has managed to set up community kitchens, homes for the elderly, crisis relief centres, childcare 

facilities and children’s homes, etc. The problem is that church institutions receive no financial aid from 
the State. 
 

The discussion groupΩs conclusions: The discussion group’s report makes reference to the different 
social systems that exist in the countries of Europe. All churches face pretty much the same kinds of 
problems in this context, wherever they are. However, some regions of Europe warrant particular 
attention on the grounds of their special socio-political and economic circumstances. 
The discussion group recommends strengthening the contacts between the synods of the CPCE’s 
churches and enabling them to share their experiences in these areas of concern. Possible ways of 
achieving this include exchange visits (“living letters”) or contact via digital media, for example.  
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2. Culture 
Input by Werner Stepanek, Protestant Church of 
Württemberg:  
What image does the Church project to society, and how 
is it perceived these days? 
There are different aspects to the answer: On the one 
hand, Christianity has succeeded in establishing a global 
“brand” during recent centuries and its symbols are 
recognised all over the world. On the other, a general lack 
of understanding of the actual values and substance of 
Christianity is evident these days. This gives rise to the key 
questions: How can we encourage the public sphere to 
rediscover religion and lend religion a cultural language 
that makes its message truly understandable? What role 
must art and culture play in conveying the message of the 
Gospel these days so that people can pursue a Christian 
lifestyle?  
Stepanek suggests that in order to reach people with the 
kinds of needs that exist today, changes must be made to 
various levels of communication – in the language of 
proclamation, church architecture, church music and 
liturgy. 
 
The discussion group concluded that the time has come to 
reinterpret the “communications campaign” launched during the Reformation era. In terms of 
communication in the public sphere, good use must be made of contemporary media channels, 
language and imagery.  
 
The discussion group recommends that voluntary officers should also be entitled to join the Council 
of the CPCE. 
 
 

3. Politics and democratic participation  
Input by Dr. Günther Beckstein, EKD: 
The relationship between Church and State over the passage of time 
The relationship between the Reformation and politics has been fraught with tension. The 
Reformation was originally reliant upon the protection provided by the sovereign against the 
jurisdiction of the (Roman Catholic) Church. In Germany, this resulted in enduring close ties with the 
State. Nowadays, the two institutions are separated but maintain a degree of partnership. 
 

Input by Pauline Weibye, Church of Scotland: 
The Church of ScotlandΩs experience of public engagement during the recent referendum on 
Scottish independence  
The wide-reaching discussion process at the grassroots leading up to the 2014 referendum on 
Scotland’s independence succeeded in motivating the entire population, especially the younger 
generation, to get involved. Great dedication and respectful behaviour formed the basis for 
substantive discussions and serious debate in the run-up to the vote. After the referendum itself, 
people came together to mark the outcome with a conciliatory service of worship. The following key 
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terms characterise this successful process: caring, compassion, fairness, honesty, respect and 
tolerance – which together form the right basis for peace and justice. 
 
The discussion groupΩs conclusions: Even though the churches exist in different environments, they 
all suffer from dwindling congregations and diminishing influence in society. All the same, churches 
still form an important part of society, especially as interlocutors in ethical issues (e.g. the starting 
point of life) and in relation to refugees, and churches are expected to offer expertise and build 
bridges.  
When it comes to preaching God’s Word, it is quintessentially Protestant to offer different 
interpretations and thus answer certain questions in different ways based on the Word of God. 
Alongside their core duties of proclamation and diacony, the social responsibility the churches bear 
is particularly important.  
 
The discussion groupΩs recommendations: Whatever the differences between the Protestant 
churches in Europe, a united point of contact needs to be formally created for communications with 
the European Institutions. This belief leads the group to propose the creation of a “European 
General Synod”. 
 

 
 

4. Education  
Input by Prof. Dr. Wilfried Hartmann, United Evangelical Lutheran Church of Germany (“VELKD”): 
The different dimensions of education as exemplified by religious education in GermanyΩs 
multicultural society 
 
Some facts about Hamburg: In some districts of the city, 6-18 year-olds with migration backgrounds 
make up more than 60 percent of the population, although the average is about 10 percent lower 
than that. The city is home to more than 120 faith communities. 
This situation poses particular challenges to Christian religious education, which is meant to prepare 
people to: act independently and responsibly wherever they are and at different stages in life; to be 
fully aware of their own identity, history and background; to perceive the world in which they live 
both accurately and sensitively; and to participate in social discourse in a well-informed and 
committed manner. 
To quote Hartmann: “I interpret ΨeducationΩ in the Protestant sense as a process that can help 
individuals find their way in an increasingly obscure, if not chaotic world. Well considered and 
educated faith protects against fundamentalism and enables people to base their decisions and 
actions on self-confidence and tolerance.”  
 
Input by Tibor Ábrám, Reformed Church in Hungary:  
The Hungarian Christian education system and its effects on the Church and society  
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The Reformation formed the basis for education in the ability to independently reach responsible 
decisions, for holistic learning and for assuming social responsibility. 
It also paved the way for proper school education and meant that private Reformed schools 
accounted for two-thirds of the Hungarian education system until 1841. After the collapse of State 
Socialism, the churches once again constructed a network of denominational private schools. In 
Hungary and other countries with minority Hungarian populations such as Slovakia, Ukraine, 
Romania, Serbia and Croatia, private Reformed schools formed an important basis for maintaining 
these people’s cultural and confessional identities. The missionary character of denominational 
schools helps the churches make an important contribution to society. 
 
The discussion groupΩs conclusions: The synods should pay closer attention to matters concerning 
Christian education and training.  
 
The discussion groupΩs recommendations: There needs to be more international discussion and 
“networking” in relation to educational issues in order to seek new ways of making Christian 
education and training a lifelong pursuit. 

 
5.  Economics and finance  
Input by Pavel Stolar, Protestant Church of the Czech Brethren:   
The challenges currently faced by the Protestant Church of the Czech Brethren (“EKBB”) 
In Czechoslovakia post-1948, the State assumed ownership of the churches’ property (apart from 
their consecrated buildings) and at the same time undertook to pay pastors’ wages, which generally 
constituted the congregations’ largest expense.  
In 2012, a compensation settlement was reached between the State and the churches that initially 
generates dividends for the churches, but also means that they will have to finance themselves and 
cover all salaries independently in the long term. The EKBB faces the challenge of its future 
economic survival. How can churches best invest the medium-term dividends coming their way? 
What is the most effective way of persuading church members to double their contributions in 
future and to assume an increasing share of financial responsibility? How can the Church secure 
long-term funding? 
 
Input by Dr. Viva-Katharina Volkmann, EKD/Regional Lutheran Church of Hannover:  
How can we increase the voluntary component of Church funding? 
The system of state-administered church tax is examined using the situation in Germany as a case 
study. Church tax is actually only paid by about one-third of church members, as the other two-
thirds receive an income below the personal tax threshold.  
The churches face the challenges of increasing resignations of membership and low awareness of 
the need for members to pay their dues. It is the Church’s duty to motivate and encourage church 
members to make appropriate financial contributions. 
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The discussion groupΩs observations: Our churches face the same challenges – limited financial 
resources, dwindling membership and less support from the State.  
Churches’ financial concerns are in danger of overshadowing all other issues.  
A new approach needs adopting to encourage people to view their financial contributions not as a 
burden, but as an intrinsic element of their membership of a Christian community. 
At the same time, the churches need to prioritise their expenditure. 
Paradigms for a “Church without money” could also be considered. 
The discussion groupΩs recommendations: The CPCE should organise a conference for the treasurers 
of minority churches. 

6. Weltverantwortung / Global Responsibility (German/English) 
Input by Beate Fagerli, Church of Norway: 
The WCCΩs pilgrimage for justice and peace 
The invitation to move together: We intend to respond to God’s will for this world by becoming 
communities of justice and peace and celebrating the fellowship of such communities.  
Global and local contexts of the pilgrimage: Moving together, churches, ecumenical partners and 
others can build on the results of the Ecumenical Conversations on “The Church – Towards a 
Common Vision”, “Mission – Towards Life”, “Economy of Life” and “A Call to Just Peace”.  
For more information, see: www.oikoumene.org 
 
Input by Dr. Gisela Malekpour, Protestant-Lutheran Church in Austria:  

 

 
Refugees in Europe - A challenge and an opportunity for Christians 

 
 
The discussion groupΩs conclusions: Only 5 percent of the world’s refugees seek asylum in Europe! 
The deaths of refugees in the Mediterranean is outrageous!  
It is scandalous that thousands of people trying to flee from their crisis-stricken homelands and start 
a “new life” in the affluent countries of Europe are perishing in dreadful circumstances. Even if 
people somehow make it to “safe” countries under the most adverse conditions, the harsh asylum 
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policy enforced by many 
EU states means they will 
very likely struggle to 
forge a viable future for 
themselves. At the same 
time, DIAKONIE and its 
affiliated organisations 
support many initiatives 
in local communities and 
civil society, as well as the 
efforts of dedicated 
individuals, to promote 
Christian charity that is 
otherwise much 

underfunded.  
The discussion groupΩs recommendations: As churches, we are obliged to challenge asylum policy 
and exert influence on our political representatives to put an end to the closed-door policy towards 
refugees as practised in the European Union and other states.  
As European churches, we want to rally commitment and make a united political stance in favour of 
a more humane European asylum policy.  
 
 

7.  Family and Generations   
Input by Theres Meierhofer, Federation of Swiss Protestant Churches (“SEK”):  
Our church is getting older and older – grasping the opportunity, that demographic change has to 
offer 
 
Statics indicate that the number of elderly people will double over the next thirty years. The term 
“fourth stage of life” has been coined in reference to the advanced age which many people now 
experience – albeit it often suffering cognitive decline, loss, vulnerability and dependence. The 
prospect of losing control over our bodily functions or contracting an illness such as dementia not 
only scares us – it also diametrically opposes the norms of our quick-witted and achievement-
oriented society that only respects independently determined and financed lifestyles. 
Ethical dilemmas arise concerning human dignity in this final stage of life, precisely when self-
determination and independence are no longer possible. Instead, these people deserve care purely 
as human beings who are passive and in need of assistance – if simply to value and honour the long 
and unique life these elderly people have led.  
 
The discussion groupΩs observations: The fragility of elderly people’s dignity deserves our utmost 
attention in the work our churches perform. At the same time, the “workforce migration” occurring 
in the caring professions is having negative effects on family life and the social fabric of Central and 
Eastern European countries in particular.  
We all agree on the importance of instilling our faith in children and families. The responsibility that 
different generations bear towards one another plays a role in this regard, as does the duty to include 
minorities and families living in poverty.  
 
The discussion group recommends that the CPCE’s churches investigate demographic change in the 
countries of Europe along with the circumstances of people nearing the end of their lives.  
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Theological guidelines need drawing up to define dignified human life and death in the fourth stage 
of life. This could be achieved by expanding upon the work that went into the CPCE’s “A time to live, 
a time to die” guide. 
The synods of the CPCE’s member churches should discuss how the family unit can be reinforced as 
the hub for transmitting our faith.  
 

 
 

III. Message from the Second Gathering of Synod Members: 

Moving forward together  
The discussion groups’ reports and conclusions formed the basis for the content of the closing 
statement. An editorial team consisting of Dr. Dieter Heidtmann (German) and Beate Fagerli from 
the Church of Norway (English) worked together with Pauline Weibye (Church of Scotland), Ulrike 
Brodbeck (Methodist Church in Germany), Marion Unger (Protestant Church of the Rhineland) and 
Tibor Abrám (Reformed Church in Hungary) to produce the draft closing statement.  
This draft was then presented to the meeting and agreed and passed by the greater majority. 
The prospect of publishing proceedings was raised as a means of making the speakers’ seminar 
papers and the substance of discussions available to the CPCE’s member churches. Individual papers 
can be requested from the main office of the CPCE: e.martin@leuenberg.eu . 
 
The closing statement can be found in full at www.leuenberg.eu:  
Closing Statement of the Gathering of Synod Members in Budapest “Moving forward together” 
http://www.leuenberg.eu/sites/default/files/special-
causes/2nd_cpce_synod_meeting_closing_statement_e.pdf  

mailto:e.martin@leuenberg.eu
http://www.leuenberg.eu/
http://www.leuenberg.eu/sites/default/files/special-causes/2nd_cpce_synod_meeting_closing_statement_e.pdf
http://www.leuenberg.eu/sites/default/files/special-causes/2nd_cpce_synod_meeting_closing_statement_e.pdf

